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TITLE OF SURVEY: 2
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C
<
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o
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7 DESCRIPTION - ..~

(Che.eck _One)
CONDITION Excellent [ Good [R Fair [ Deteriorated [ ] Ruins [] Unexposed |_]
g (Check One) (Choack One)
INTEGRITY Altered B Unaltered [ Moved [] Original Site X

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (i known) PHYSICALL APPEARANCE

Fotheringay is a two-story brick structure with a projecting two-level
provincial type portico on the west front. As originally built, the
facade of the house was only three bays with the portico covering the
front door in the southernmost bay. It was a traditional ‘belief that
the facade was intended fo be symmetrical. However, the house stood in
its original form until the late-1950's when the south end of the facade
was extended for two more bays, thus making it symmetrical. It should
be noted that all of the architectural details in the original portion
of the house, such as the modillion and dentil cornice, Flemish bond
brickwork, splayed stuccoed lintels with keystones, exterior end chimney
and hipped roof were carefully reproduced in the new section.

At the same time, the deep two-story ell on the rear of the house was
renovated, a later addition was removed from the rear of the ell, and the
end rebuilt. The present pedimented gable end and large fan light window
in the pediment date from the rebuilding. A two-level porch once located
on the north side of the ell was removed earlier in the century.

The original interior woodwork in Fotheringay is most elaborate and wvery
finely executed. The stairhall and drawing room feature Adamesque
decoration, including modillion and dentil cornices, swags in the entablaty
over the doorways, and reeded chair rails. The drawing room chimmey-
piece is unusually rich with its broken pediment overmantle flanked by
carved scrolls. Original woodwork also survives in the upstairs hall and
bedrooms. The trim in the dining room is largely modern but in the style
‘of 'the house. o B ‘ - ‘. ' ‘
Fotheringay is dramatically situated on a steep knoll overlooking the
“ottom land of the south fork of the Roanoke River. Behind the knoll
sharply rise the Blue Ridge Mountains, forming an impressive backdrop

for the house. Against the base of the mountains and in view of the
house stands the triangular-shaped stone'tomb of Col. Hancock and several
members of his family.

335

SNOILOANY 188 N |

D



INSTRUCTI1ONS

SEE

TENFICANGE 0

PERIOD (Check One ot More as Appropriate)
Pre-Colymbian [] 16th Century [T 18th Century K] 20th Century ]
15th Century [l 17th Century [ ¥9th Century [
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (fnclude Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Fotheringay was probably built scon after 1796 when Colonel George
Hancock bought the property from Colonel Joseph Kent who had acquired
the land in 1793 from William Robinson whose home and tavern were
tocated there. George Hancock (1754-1820) served as a Colonel of the
Virginia Line in the Revolutionary War and was aide-de-camp to Count
Kasimir Pulaski. He represented Botetourt County in the Virginia House
of Delegates from 1784 until 1792 and was the first citizen of Botetourt
County to serve in the United States Congress, being a member of the
Third and Fourth United States Congress., Colonel Hancock's daughter,
Julia, married Gemeral William Clark of the Lewis and Clark Expedition.

Fotheringay is one of the finest post-colonial plantation houses in
southwestern Virginia. Its claborate interior woodwork is unusually
fine for both its time and location. Fotheringay further stands as

a rare example where modern additions and alterations have, significantly
enhanced the appéarance of a structure. However, it should be noted

of the original builder.
1ol InITiu

citizens of the area make. it one of the major historic landmarks of .
southwestern Virginia.

that the additions fullfilled what‘pbyiqqslylmq@prg%yefpeen,the:%qtgqtions

Fotheringay's commanding location and associations with one of the leading
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2. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION -

T NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION . ]

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Histeric Preservation A\.:-.t of 1966 (Public Law
80.665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has heen
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National |} State X | L.ocal [}

Name

1 herehy certify that this property is included in the

Title

National Register.

’

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Prescrvation

Date
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Keeper of The National Register
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